
TANNS PIPED ABOARD

I. Summer camp
uses Coast Guard

By GllUl VEROET
STAFF IVRITER

BAYONNE --- Edison
t l ieh School  student
Brianna Hahyk spent
much of a hot and hazy
Thursday 0n the high
seas, watching the Coast
Guard clean up an "oil
spil l" on the Hudson
River.

"I worild probahly hate
tu do the job, but it was
pretty cool," Habyk said.
of the Coast Guard exer-
cise" which involved no
spilled oil, only the actuai
equipment and maneu"
vel's that would be used in

such an emergenc).
Habyk, joined by L6

other teen,agers from Edi-
son, Linden and Elizabeth
enrolled in lvliddlesex
County Cnllege's Science
and Technoiogy Prerriew
sumnter camp, were t)il
boarc{ the Coast Guard
Cutter Katherine Walker
to observe a Vessal r;il tJp.
partunity Skirnming lirs.
tem exercise.

Alstl on hand wern r*p-
resentatives from the iv-l;r-
rine Spill Response {.ior-
poration, an Edison-baseri
finn that brnught its or,;n
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I Top, Coast Guard personnel participate in Thursday's
clesnup drill. Above, ths cuttBr Katherine \ffalkor,
where msmbcrs of Middlesex County Collegs's Science
and Technologr Preview summer camp observod the
exerclse, Below, Rich D'Allasandro of Marine Spill
Response Corporation, Edison, explains the drill.

UItrEO: See a videa lrorn the
mCIck cleanup at www.thnt"cnm.
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vessel, the New Jersey R+
sponder, to assist with the pol-
lution-response drill.

"It's what we do best," said
Rich D'Allassandro, supervisor
for the cumpanfs Eastern Re
gion site in Perth Amboy.
"When we're not responding to
an actual emergency, we're
training, maintaining our
equipment and basically, mak-
ing sure we're ready to go - 24
hours a day, seven days a
week."

several high-profile emergen-
cies,

Its crews helped clean up the
mess on t]te Arthur Kill in
Perth Amboy last year and a
similar spill on Rhode Island's
North Cape in 1996. During the
Sepl 11, 2001, terorist attack,
she provided liChtinC for heli-
copters and bathrooms for first

responders working at Ground
7refO.

The Marine Spill Response
Corporation was created by the
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, which
was enacted in response to the
Euon-Valdez spill.

The company is fimded by its
clients, such as BP Oil, Chevron
and C,onocoPbillips, wbich hire
the firn to stand by in case of
any mishaps.

And how is the oil cleaned
up?

"We lower a boom skirt that
contains the oil - puts it aU tG
gether, then the oil gets put into
the center and rrsrng a skinner,
we suck it up into one of four

The 1?5-foot Katherine
Walker, too, skins oil in the
much of the same mantrer.
though it must use, VOSS, a
modular oil-recovery system
that can be secured to, and oper-
ated from, a vessel at a spill
site.

VOSS is one of 19 systems
prestaged at the Coast Guard's

Atlantic Skike Team based at
Fort Dix.

According to information pro
vided by the Coast Guard, VOSS
can be immediately deployed
anywhere across the county.
With tltis system, a vessel can
quickly hansform into an oil-re
covery plaform with a maxi-
mum skimming capability of
190 gallons per minute.

While &e Oil Pollution Act of
1990 and the Occupational
Safety and Health Administra-
tion require indusby to plan,
equip, and tain for oil-spill re
sponses, the Coast Guard main-
tains equipment to augment in-
dustry capability to quickly
mitigate any environmental im-
pact, offrcials said.

Lt Amy Florentino, the l{ath-
erine Walker's commanding of-
licer, said Thursday's exercise,
the fust she has dbected in her
one year at the helm of the cut-
ter, went just as planned.

"We did a few maneuvers
with the ship as if tlere was a

real emergency, and.it was a
good chance for the crew to get
their hands dirty, so to speak,"
Florentino said. "Plw, there
was good weather aud not a lot
of bafic, so that helped."

Abolit 25 Coast Guard crew-
members assisted witl the exer-
cise.

Ibe Coast Guard Cutter lhth-
erine Walker is named after the
famous keeper of Robbins Reef
Lighthouse, located near the en-
bance to the Kiil Van Kull be
tween Stateu Island, N.Y. and
Bayonne, officials said.

The ship's primary mission is
maintaining over 300 aids to
navigation in and around New
York Harbor, Long Island
Sound, the Hudson and East riv-
ers, and other waterways along
the Connecticut, New York, and
New Jersey coastlines.

the Katherine Walker also
performs environmental re-
sponse and protectiog port se
curity, search and rescue and
ice-brealing operations.

The Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) took efrect five years
ago. It allows public access to
records that previowly were
not readily available. Have you
ever filed an OPRA request?
What was your experience with

the provisions of the law? We'd
like to hear. about it. E'mail
news editor lois DiTommaso us
at ourtoums@thnt.coq fa,x her
(?S2) 56$7208, or write to her at
OPRA, 35 Kennedy Blvd., East
Brunswick, NJ 08816.

The 210-foot New Jersev js- 1,000 barrel storage tanks,"
sponder has been involved io D'Allassandro said'


